
Agenda 

Town Council Regular Meeting 

Wednesday, April 21, 2021 at 7:00 PM 

Via GoToMeeting Teleconference 

Please join the meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone. 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/831738165  

You can also dial in using your phone: +1 (312) 757-3121 Access Code: 831-738-165 

1. Pledge

2. Visitors

3. Approval of Minutes –  April 7, 2021 & April 9, 2021

4. Appointments/Reappointments

5. Approval of Appropriation from Board of Education Non Lapsing Account

6. Permission to Apply for a Grant to Replace Fire Rescue Boat

7. Permission to Apply for a State Historic Documents Preservation Grant

8. Blight Ordinance Discussion

9. Authorizing Resolution for Police Vehicle Lease Agreement

10. Line Item Transfer Request – Town Clerk, Police Department, & Morgan Bridge 
Repair

11. Finance Director’s Report

12. Chairman’s Report

13. Town Manager’s Report

14. Town Council Committee Liaison Reports

15. Executive Session - Real Estate, pursuant to CGS 1-200 (6)(D)

16. Adjourn 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/831738165
tel:+13127573121,,831738165


Authorization to Request Access to Non-Lapsing Account Funds 

Last year, the Town and BOE entered into a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to establish a 
non-lapsing account.  The MOU specifies that the non-lapsing account will only be used to fund either 
unplanned and unanticipated special education costs in excess of budgeted amounts or capital 
expenses.  At the Town Council meeting on March 2, 2021, the Town Council cut the BOE’s 
2021-2022 capital request and directed certain projects to be funded from the non-lapsing account. 

Per the terms of the MOU, the BOE/Superintendent shall present a request to the Town Council 
requesting use of funds from the non-lapsing account.  The presentation shall describe the request for 
funds, amount requested, and an explanation of why funding does not exist within the operating or 
capital budgets of the BOE.  The Town Council will need to authorize such expenditures by a majority 
vote. 

The following table represents the request for authorization to request access to non-lapsing 
account funds to accomplish the following: 

Capital Item Description Projected 
Amount 

Account Notes 

Truck Replacement $40,000 Non-lapsing Town Account As per the Town Council 
minutes 3-2-21 

HVAC- Eliot $0 HOLD-potential for Grant 
Funding 

As per the Town Council 
minutes 3-2-21 

Computer Upgrades -CBooks, 
laptops, desktops 

$128,207 Non-lapsing Town Account As per the Town Council 
minutes 3-2-21 

Total from Non-Lapsing 
Account 

$168,207 
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Board of Education Regular Meeting 
March 15, 2021 7:00 PM 
via Zoom Teleconference 

  
Attendance Taken at: 7:00 PM 
  
Present Board Members: 
Erica Gelven, Chairperson 
Michael Hornyak, Secretary 
Jason Adler 
Peter Nye 
Christopher Passante 
Kimberly Russo 
Catherine Staunton 
 
 
1. Opening Exercises 
1.A. Roll call 
  
Discussion:  Also in attendance were Superintendent Maryann O'Donnell, Assistant 
Superintendent Marco Famiglietti, Business Manager Carolyn Dickey, and student 
representatives Emma Lindsay and Aiden Maurais.   
 
1.B. Pledge of Allegiance 
  
Discussion:  All recited the pledge. 
  
2. Public participation/recognition 
 
Discussion:  None. 
 
3. Minutes – Approval – Regular Meeting of March 1, 2021 
  
Motion Passed: To approve the minutes of the regular meeting of March 1, 2021, passed with 
a motion by Michael Hornyak and a second by Christopher Passante. 
  
7 Yeas – 0 Nays 
Erica Gelven Yes 
Michael Hornyak Yes 
Jason Adler Yes 
Peter Nye  Yes 
Christopher Passante Yes 
Kimberly Russo Yes 
Catherine Staunton Yes 
  
4. Communications 
  
Discussion:  None 
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5. Report of Student Representatives

Discussion:  The student representatives shared each school’s events and successes with the 
Board.  At Morgan, SAT Day is scheduled for March 24.  Parent/teacher conferences are on 
March 25, and the new Raptor ID scanning system has increased the efficiency and accuracy of 
attendance taking for student late arrivals.  Morgan boys basketball is ranked number one in the 
shoreline and hopes are high for both boys and girls basketball teams in the Shoreline 
Tournament.  The Social Justice Club attended the PTA’s Implicit Bias workshop on March 11.  
The club is also highlighting influential American women in honor of Women’s History Month. 

At Eliot, 8th grade students are choosing their courses for next year.  The student government is 
hosting a “Hero Squad” fundraiser for leukemia and lymphoma until April 1.  Eliot basketball will 
play four end-of-season games.  Afterschool programs are back and MAP testing is occurring 
on March 16 and 17. 

At Joel, the Dr. Seuss Read-A-Thon was a success as was the “Cereal Drive” for the Clinton 
Food Pantry that collected and donated 364 pounds of cereal.  Chromebooks for grades 3 and 4 
have been assigned.  MAP testing and makeups will take place the week of March 15.  Several 
students were awarded scholarships to Bushy Hill Summer Camp, and spring conferences are 
scheduled for March 18. 

6. Administrative Reports
6.A. Administrators, Program Directors and Teachers
6.A.1.  General Update

Discussion:  None 

6.B.  Assistant Superintendent's Report
6.B.1. General Update

Discussion: Mr. Famiglietti reiterated the MAP and SAT day testing schedule.  Administrators 
and team leaders continue to participate in a four-part series on accelerated learning to help 
plan for next year.  He also detailed his meeting with representatives from Goodwin University 
regarding their mobile technology education shop that will be visiting Eliot in May.   

6.C. Business Manager's Report
6.C.1.  Bills Payable

Discussion: M. Hornyak asked a couple of questions regarding bills payable. 
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6.C.2.  Possible Action re:  Non-Certified Pension & Check Writing Duties

Discussion: No new costs are associated with the plan that can be canceled with 30 days’ 
written notice. 

Motion Passed: To authorize the Superintendent to enter into an agreement with PenChecks, 
Inc. Qualified Distribution Trust Account to assume the administrative function of processing 
benefit payments to retirees belonging to the Clinton Public Schools Non-Certified Defined 
Benefit Pension Plan passed with a motion by Michael Hornyak and a second by Jason Adler. 

7 Yeas – 0 Nays 
Erica Gelven Yes 
Michael Hornyak Yes 
Jason Adler Yes 
Peter Nye  Yes 
Christopher Passante Yes 
Kimberly Russo Yes 
Catherine Staunton Yes 

6.C.3.  General Update

Discussion:  C. Dickey reported that the SunGard accounting system is being migrated to a 
newer version.  Training will take place for both Town and Board of Education staff. 
Implementation of new policies and suggestions from the auditors has begun. 

7. Superintendent's Report
7.A.  Board of Education Member Appreciation

Discussion:  In honor of Board of Education Appreciation month, M. O’Donnell stated her 
appreciation for the time, commitment, and responsibilities the Board has demonstrated.  Board 
members will receive a gift of an embroidered Morgan blanket.    

7.B.  Temporary Remote Learner In-Person Activities Participation

Discussion:  The Superintendent provided information to the Board on the participation of 
remote learners in in-person activities.  Clinton, and a number of other districts, have allowed 
remote learner participation in school activities.  She shared data about the number of fall and 
winter student-athletes who were remote learning.  She also highlighted the other school 
activities such as graduation, award ceremonies, and senior events that would also allow 
remote learner participation.  Discussion followed regarding the mental and physical health of 
the students, families making personal decisions, and the difference between quarantine times 
for athletes vs. students. 

7.C.  Strategic Planning Timeline Update & Thought Exchange

Discussion:  M. O’Donnell gave an overview of “Thought Exchange”, an online tool to gather 
stakeholder input, especially during social distancing.  The tool would be used during Strategic 
Planning and administration will be engaging with LEARN to kick it off.  Unlike a typical survey, 
Thought Exchange allows participants to share comments and ideas via open-ended questions. 
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7.D.  Discussion and Possible Action re: Use of 2020-21 Operating Funds for Special
Expenditures

Discussion:  Several capital items, including a floor-cleaning machine, special education 
equipment, network security servers, furniture replacement, and floor covering for Eliot will be 
purchased with the funds. 

MOTION PASSED:  To approve the purchase of designated capital and other items as 
described in the attached table in the amount of $94,138 from the 2020-21 operating budget 
passed with a motion by Catherine Staunton and a second by Kimberly Russo.   

7 Yeas – 0 Nays 
Erica Gelven Yes 
Michael Hornyak Yes 
Jason Adler Yes 
Peter Nye  Yes 
Christopher Passante Yes 
Kimberly Russo Yes 
Catherine Staunton Yes 

7.E.  Discussion and Possible Action re: Authorization to Request Access to Non-
Lapsing Account Funds

Discussion:  This funding does not include funding for HVAC replacement at Eliot.  The 
Superintendent explained that there may be federal grant funding available for this item. 

MOTION PASSED:  As authorized in the Memorandum of Understanding that established a 
non-lapsing account, the Clinton Board of Education hereby requests authorization from the 
Clinton Town Council to expend $168,207 from such non-lapsing account to address capital 
expenditure needs of the district that were identified in the FY21-22 Proposed Budget and were 
subsequently removed from the budget to be funded from the non-lapsing account.  This 
request passed with a motion by Jason Adler and a second by Chris Passante.   

7 Yeas – 0 Nays 
Erica Gelven Yes 
Michael Hornyak Yes 
Jason Adler Yes 
Peter Nye  Yes 
Christopher Passante Yes 
Kimberly Russo Yes 
Catherine Staunton Yes 

7.F.  General Update

Discussion:  A needs assessment is ongoing in order to take advantage of Covid- relief grant 
funding.  Guidelines from the CIAC regarding spring sports has been disseminated.  A coach is 
being sought for Eliot baseball.  Discussion followed regarding vaccination turnout, timing, and 
substitute teachers.  CRAHD was thanked for their organization work and distribution of the 
vaccine. 
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8. Reports of Board of Education Subcommittees and Special Committees
8.A. General Updates

Discussion: Meetings to address work in each of the subcommittee are scheduled: 

Instruction Subcommittee March 22 4 p.m. 
Budget/Finance Subcommittee March 22 5 p.m.  
Public Relations Subcommittee March 31 6 p.m. 

9. Personnel Information

Discussion:  The Board welcomed new hires and thanked those employees leaving the district. 

10. Adjournment

Motion Passed: To adjourn at 8:37 p.m. passed with a motion by Jason Adler and a second by 
Catherine Staunton. 

7 Yeas – 0 Nays 
Erica Gelven Yes 
Michael Hornyak Yes 
Jason Adler Yes 
Peter Nye  Yes 
Christopher Passante Yes 
Kimberly Russo Yes 
Catherine Staunton Yes 

_______________________________________ 
Michael Hornyak, Secretary of the Board 

 ______________   __________________ 
Allison Friday, Clerk of the Board 
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